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THE EVENT Names 2011 Winners

The awards for THE EVENT, “a celebration of business red carpet style” were presented on Thursday, November 3, at the Fox Cities Performing Arts Center. The winners are local business professionals that make a positive impact on the Fox Cities area. 

Ambassador of the Year
Dawn Nowakowski   
Dawn is involved in the economic retention committee, president's club for the membership drive, block captain for Octoberfest and anywhere she finds a need. More recently, Nowakowski spearheaded the ambassador expectation changes, worked closely with The Event committees to help create the individual award categories. She also helped in the design process of the new awards and helped coordinate the entertainment. It is thanks to Dawn Nowakowski that the Chamber has developed the new "app" from JackRussellApps that will help Chamber members stay connected with the Chamber on their mobile phones. 

Champion of the Chamber
Tim Higgins
Owner, ChiRho Services       
Tim is the champion of the group health care product for employers of 50 or more employees underwritten by United Health Care.  He also worked with the Chamber to organize sales, underwriting and administration of association plans for groups of 1-50 employees. 
 
Higgins spent many years on the Chamber Board which led to his becoming Chairman of the Board of Directors.  He also has chaired the 2009 Environmental Assessment Task Force portion of the Strategic planning process and the 2002 Diversity Task Force
 
The Exceptional Mentor Award
Mary Harp-Jirschele
Executive Director, J.J. Keller Foundation, Inc.  

Mary Harp-Jirschele exemplifies the role of mentor. It is very difficult to estimate just how many lives she has guided, but it is certain that our community is richer because of her devotion to advancing others. Mary’s generous volunteer focus has been highlighted in the past, but her dedication to one-on-one mentoring is a “silent gift” to which she devotes countless hours. Into her already complex schedule, she blends 6 a.m. coffee chats and finds time to attend fledgling events.  Harp-Jirschele not only extends her own experience, she artfully blends her circles of connections, so they have an opportunity to support each other as well. In a time when mentoring is becoming such a precious resource, Mary Harp-Jirschele is a mother load of caring, sharing and wisdom. All those who have benefited from her involvement agree, Mary’s proactive impact as a mentor should be recognized, celebrated and emulated.

Entrepreneur of the Year
Kevin Eismann
Owner, Epiphany Law, LLC         
Kevin Eismann is an individual who has taken many risks and initiatives in order to establish more than one thriving and successful business. He is currently the owner of Epiphany Law, LLC, a successful "boutique" law firm in our region. A driven professional, who offers employment and development opportunities for a number of individuals, Eismann is engaged in a number of other business initiatives.  A published author and a father of five, Kevin Eismann has the passion, drive, and experience emulating the ultimate entrepreneur in our community. 

Gus A. Zuehlke Distinguished Service Award
 John F. Bergstrom
 Chairman  & CEO, Bergstrom Automotive       
John Bergstrom has been extremely instrumental in promoting the economic vitality of this region. He is a caring, compassionate community leader with the ability to motivate other community members to work together for the good of the community. Examples include the Fox Cities PAC, hospitals and healthcare, downtown revitalization, and attracting new business to the area.   Mr. Bergstrom continues to play a major role in promoting the educational system in our community at all levels: K-12, technical colleges and 4-year colleges. 

Athena Award
Kathi Seifert

During her employment with Kimberly Clark as the Executive Vice President, Kathi Seifert used her expertise and influence to help many non-profit organizations in the Fox Cities. She served as Chairman of the Capital Campaign for the Boys and Girls Club. Being the key founder and driver in the Jefferson Elementary School Impact Program, Seifert secured keyboards for all kindergarten and first grade students.  She was instrumental in securing a grant for their Upward Bound Program to provide pre-college encouragement for high school students.  The UW-Oshkosh Advisory Council and the College of Business benefited from her fund raising efforts.  Kathi Seifert supports the Fox Cities Chamber’s PULSE program and the Leadership Fox Cities.  Kathi Seifert is a member of the Board of Eli Lilly & Co. Supervalu; Lexmark, Inc; Revlon; Appleton (Papers);U.S. Fund for UNICEF; Fox Cities PAC; Valparaiso Univ. School of Business; New North; she was inducted in Appleton West's Hall of Fame (for previous graduates of Appleton West; she was awarded Fortune's Most Powerful Woman in Business in 2002; Forbes Top 50 Women in 2001.

Inductees to The Business Hall of Fame 
William R. Bassett, Chairman of the Board, Bassett Mechanical      
Joyce Bytof, Chairman & CEO, Coldwell Banker The Real Estate Group, Inc.
John Pfefferle, Chairman, Pfefferle Companies, Inc.       

Bill Bassett, Chairman of the Board, for Bassett Mechanical, has also served as its President and CEO for 33 years. Bill became the company’s second generation of family leadership when he joined Bassett Mechanical in 1974.  Under Bassett’s leadership, Bassett Mechanical expanded its scope of operations to meet and exceed the needs of their clients. Employing the “We Answer to You” philosophy, Bill established the company as a market leader in designing, building, and servicing refrigeration, air conditioning, heating, dust-collection, process piping, and plumbing systems for commercial, industrial, and marine applications. When looking for a meaningful way to celebrate Bassett Mechanical’s 75th anniversary, he found a way to support the community and his industry at the same time by establishing of the William R. Bassett Engineering Scholarship at the University of Wisconsin-Fox Valley. This scholarship reflects Bill’s commitment to supporting, educating and training the next generation of engineers. Bill Bassett is known both within his company and throughout the community as a man of strong integrity, compassion, and humility.  

Joyce Bytof, Chairman & CEO, Coldwell Banker The Real Estate Group, is a leader in the real estate industry and an example to all those who work with her. Her influence and desire to help others extends far beyond her own business. Her commitment to the economic strength of the Fox Cities is evident by the growth and success of her real estate business but she is perhaps more well-known for the ways she has helped the Fox Cities grow and flourish and for her support of community organizations. Bytof has received the Realtors Association of NE Wisconsin Professionalism in Real Estate Award and the National Chandler Barton “Spirit” Award from Coldwell Banker. She also received the Athena Award, the United Way Fox Cities Volunteer Service Award and the Walter J. Rugland Award.  Joyce Bytof was also the first woman asked to chair the Fox Cities Chamber Board of Directors. 

John Pfefferle, Chairman, Pfefferle Companies, Inc. helped aid the change of landscape in the Fox Cities area through his dedicated leadership to his industry and to our communities.  Pfefferle  started his real estate career in 1966 after graduating from Marquette University, and formed Pfefferle Realtors in 1972.  He expanded the business over the years with a stronger focus on commercial real estate development, investment, and sales.   Pfefferle’s dedication to a vibrant Fox Cities extends to his desire to give back to the community. He has served on the Outagamie County Board of Supervisors and on the boards of directors of Marshall & Ilsley, St. Elizabeth Hospital, Appleton Catholic Education, Appleton Downtown Inc. and the Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce, He also used his commercial property experience and influence for the betterment of the Fox Cities by personally participating in numerous non-profit projects, including the Housing Partnership’s real estate project. John Pfefferle has been instrumental in finding new ways to fill empty real estate space around the Valley, including the transition to office tenants in the former Avenue Mall project, which turned it into a viable office and retail property.
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