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Chamber Big Ball Drop Congratulates 4 Winners
The Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce and Industry Big Ball Drop event, part of the annual Golf Outing, was held July 25 at the Ridgeway Country Club. This event delivered cash prizes to 4 lucky winners, including Pat Ness of Appleton who took the $10,000 grand prize. 
Top winner Pat Ness said “Unbelievable” when his number was called.  “I’ve been to many golf outings and this is the first time I’ve ever saw something like the Big Ball Drop. It was a cool concept and creative of the Fox Cities Chamber to do something different.” 
Exactly 500 numbered golf balls were loaded into a container supplied by Miron Construction and dropped by their creatively decorated crane onto the 18th hole fairway.   The ball that landed closest to the flag—which was Ness’s Ball #140—won.
The $1,000 prize for the ball landing second closest to the pin went to Larry Lind of Greenville, WI; the $100 prize for third closest was claimed by Amanda Secor from Community First Credit Union.  Timothy A. Kippenhan bought his ticket on behalf of the Boys & Girls Club in Appleton.  His #421 ball landed furthest from the hole netting him $100.00 for the Club.
Big Ball Drop participants also had the opportunity to attend a cocktail buffet reception, along with the over 150 golfers and volunteers for the event.  “Where else can you enjoy food, beverages, networking and possibly win $10,000?” commented Shannon Meyer, Chamber President.  “This first year event will undoubtedly become a favorite with our members.”
The Chamber’s sold-out Golf Outing has been an annual event for over twenty (20) years.  This year’s winners were: 1st Place Mens: Tevor Reaner, John Prophet, Pat Duesing and Leon Church.  1st Place Mixed: John Krause, Chris Schmidt, Tami Vosters and Mike Hilt.  1st Place Womens: Heather Vander Heyden, Michelle Stumpf, Sherry Tysver and Wendy Steward. 
Major sponsors included Wal-Mart; Fox Banquets Rivertyme Catering, Bank First National and Fox Communities Credit Union.  Special thanks go to Golf Chair Joanne Fischer, Telecom Insites,  and the rest of the business area volunteers for making this event incredibly successful.
The Fox Cities Chamber captures the energy of one of Wisconsin's most dynamic regions and transforms it into innovative programs and services for its business members. The Chamber serves all of the Fox Cities communities -- the cities of Appleton, Kaukauna, Menasha and Neenah; the towns of Buchanan, Clayton, Grand Chute, Greenville, Harrison, Kaukauna, Menasha, Neenah and Vandenbroek, and the villages of Combined Locks, Hortonville, Kimberly, Little Chute and Sherwood. The Fox Cities Chamber plays a leadership role in regional economic development efforts in Northeastern Wisconsin. 

CUTLINE: From left. $10,000 winner Pat Ness; Joanne Fischer and Chamber President Shannon L. Meyer.
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