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FOX CITIES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HONORS SHARON HULCE

WITH ANNUAL ATHENA AWARD

The Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce & Industry has honored a woman entrepreneur who started her firm with two people, two desks and two phones and grew it, in three years, into a $2 million firm with 24 employees.

The Chamber presented its 2005 Athena Award to Sharon Hulce, president and CEO of Employment Resource Group (ERG), at the Chamber’s annual meeting Wednesday at the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel in downtown Appleton. Last year, Hulce’s firm also won the Chamber’s Rising Star award for a small startup company showing early success and promise.

The Athena Award honors women business leaders for their exceptional contributions to their company, their industry, their community, to their Chamber and to the advancement of women in business.  The Fox Cities Chamber is among the charter group of Chambers across the country which have hosted the awards since the program’s inception in Lansing, Michigan in 1985.  The local business organization has honored 21 individuals, including this year’s recipient.

This year’s Athena Award is sponsored by Bergstrom Automotive.

Hulce founded Employment Resource Group in 2002 around a core business of executive search with an added focus on leadership and communications consulting. The firm merged with Management Recruiters-Kimberly in 2003. 

ERG recently moved into newly-constructed headquarters on Appleton’s southeast side where the new facility will allow for planned growth of the firm.

Hulce has distinguished her firm by providing value-added services to client companies.

Hulce has earned other industry awards, including the Midwest Billing Manager of the Year honor in 2002 and 2003 and the top 5 Account Exec award from 1997 to 2001. She was inducted into the MRI Search Hall of Fame in 1999. Her office currently ranks No. 46 out of more than 1,100 offices in the MRI international system.

Hulce is a well-established community leader as well. She is a member of the Board of Directors of the Fox Cities Performing Arts Center and its operational fundraising 
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committee. She serves on the Theda Clark Hospital Foundation, Wells Fargo Bank Advisory Board, Fox River Area Girl Scout Council, United Way Fox Cities Campaign Cabinet, capital campaign of the Fox Cities Community Clinic and the Appleton Downtown Rotary. She serves on the Fox Cities Rotary Multicultural Center Committee and co-chairs its scholarship committee. She and her co-workers cook and serve meals regularly for the Emergency Shelter. 

Hulce donated her time and expertise to executive searches that resulted in the hiring of three executive directors in the local arts community: Susan Stockton with the Performing Arts Center, Marta Weldon of Fox Valley Symphony, CJ Washington with Attic Theatre and Julie Krause with Appleton Education Foundation. 

A graduate of the Chamber’s Leadership Fox Cities program, Hulce or her staff participate in a number of Chamber programs and activities, including Pulse, the Fox Cities Young Professionals Network, and the Morning Business Advice program where she is slated to be a featured speaker.

She has been a mentor to other young recruiting professionals, and has addressed professional associations on the national level. In addition, she has offered consulting services to cancer patients. 

Athena Scholarship Recipients

Collectively, the past recipients of the Athena Award have banded together to give back to their community by encouraging other women who are working hard to continue their education while working and supporting themselves and their families. Toward that end, the Athena recipients created the Fox Cities Athena Award Scholarship.

To be considered, candidates must be residents of the Fox Cities, presently employed in a Fox Cities company, and be enrolled in a local technical college or university. The students must plan to attend school during the current academic year, and be enrolled for a minimum of six credits. Course work must be targeted toward a degree, not for personal enrichment. Selection criteria includes academic record, character and desire for further education.

This  year’s recipients include:

• Nardalyn Johnson, employed at UW-Oshkosh where she is majoring in Management Information Systems, and has recently enrolled in the accelerated nursing program. She is interested in combining nursing and health informatics to improve patient care. She presently serves as a Mercy Medical Auxiliary volunteer, is on the Dean’s List, and serves as a manager of a Division One soccer team.
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• Elizabeth Allen, employed at American Finishing Resources in Chilton. She attends Fox Valley Technical College working toward a degree in industrial welding. She already holds a degree in welding/metal fabrication, and plans to pursue a Bachelor’s Degree in Welding Engineering at Ferris State University.

• Amy Longshore, employed at St. Joseph’s Residence and attends FVTC in the educational interpreter technician program. She volunteers to work with deaf individuals.

• Kim Rainer, employed by JP Morgan Private Client and is enrolled at UW-Fox Valley where she is working toward a Bachelor’s of Nursing degree.

• Katie Weiss, employed by Reach Counseling providing sexual abuse prevention education in the schools in Winnebago County. She also serves as an advocate for sexual abuse victims, as a mentor for interns in counseling programs, and on the Board of Directors of Best Friends. She is seeking a Master’s Degree in Counseling.

Information on the Athena Award program is available from Pam Hull, vice president of Membership and Operations at the Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce by calling 920-734-7101.
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